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Community Center Opens Soon
By Hilary Cooley

We are almost there. Excitement is building (no pun intended.) As we 
wait for carpet and a few finishing touches, we are delighted with our new 
fully equipped kitchen, central heat and air conditioning and beautifully 
refinished original flooring. Our historic pressed tin ceilings are still in 
place with a new coat of paint and the newly restored windows give us a 
vista of our refreshed landscaping and lovely historic façade.  

The offices are in the front of the building along with a comfortable 
reception area. Classrooms are adorned with new furniture.  Our upstairs 
is equipped with plenty of storage and meeting space for general public use 
and it is now fully accessible!  Plus, the library is an ideal gathering room 
for children and adults. 

We are especially proud of the auditorium’s role as host of our beloved 
“Bluegrass concerts” as well as dramatic performances, and other events. 
New curtains, redesigned lighting and a lift enabling persons with 
disabilities access to the stage are all in place.  And the original acoustics 
have been preserved so the great sound feature continues.



Lucketts News & Notes

Circulation 2022, is published 
jointly by the Lucketts Ruritan 
Club and the Lucketts Com-
munity Center Advisory Board 
(LCCAB).  The Lucketts Ruritan 
Club is a non-stock 501(c)(3) Cor-
poration in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia.  The LCCAB is also 
a 501(c)(3) organization.  Corre-
spondence should be addressed 
to: Lucketts News & Notes, 42361 
Lucketts Rd., Leesburg, VA  20176 
or by e-mailing the coordinator.

Designer & Coordinator
Mary Gustafson 

luckettsnews@mindspring.com 
703 777-1684

Editor
Cynthia Richardson-Crooks 
cynthiarichardsoncrooks@

gmail.com

Photographers
Steve Hillebrand 
David L. Crooks

Lucketts RuRitaN cLub 
luckettsruritan@gmail.com

President
Peter Baker

Vice President
Dan Wiseman

Treasurer
Steve Scheiblhofer

Secretary
Gretchen Burgin

Lccab 2012 officeRs  
703 771-5281

President
Ross Mink

Vice President
Joyce Webb

Treasurer
Matt Quitter

Secretary
Hilary Cooley

wouLd you Like to 
coNtRibute aN aRticLe oR 
give us youR commeNts? 

Mary Gustafson  
703 777-1684 or email 

luckettsnews@mindspring.com

P
ho

to
s 

by
 S

te
ve

 H
il

le
br

an
d

The Ruritans will be operating the trash and recycle service the Saturday after Christmas (12/29) and 
extra recycle bins will be available to accommodate all those Christmas gift boxes.  Please breakdown 
all boxes before arriving that day to keep traffic moving efficiently through the recycling area 
at the School.

Top to bottom  Newly renovated 
kitchen; Jimmy Nichols measures 

and puts in shelving, hooks, hangs 
pictures among a great many other 
things; Hilary and Jimmy confer on 
what to tackle next; Hilary unpacks 
and checks out new furniture;  new 
lighting highlights the beautifully 

renewed façade
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Our target “opening” is early 
January. More information is 
available at the center office. 

We thank all of our patrons 
for your patience and support 
during the construction and 
transition and look forward 
to welcoming you at the front 
door soon!

My list of things to do:
__Shop. Go crazy with the crowds. 
__Slow down. Have a cup of hot cocoa with my family. 
__Shop. Wrap. Give. Open. Hug. 
__Clean up living room and 
__FLATTEN THE BOXES!
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Some of Wendi’s select jewelry 
may be seen at Earthworks 

Gallery and Gift Shop in 
Leesburg where she will be 

present for an Artist’s Showcase 
on December 15. 

See more on her website 
www.wendimink.com. 

 Call to arrange a visit to her 

studio 703-737-0771. 

RuRaL eNteRpRise  
This is 
not your 
mother’s 
chainmaille
by Mary Gustafson

Clockwise from upper left  Wendi fashions the links that create the chainmaille; Sterling Silver and Copper Half Persian 
weave bracelet; Fine Silver PMC Maple Leaf pendant; Sterling Silver Inverted Round choker; long-time Community Center 

employee, Elizabeth Barbee retires and receives a gift of Wendi’s jewelry complete with a PMC gingko leaf
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Five years ago Wendi Mink 
began showcasing her art at 
the Lucketts Fair.  She was 
inspired to explore other 
design techniques in jewelry 
making and beading gave 
way to a familiar technique of  
“Chainmaille.”  Does Knights 
of the Round Table come 
to mind? Do not be fooled, 

although the linking of metals into rings and binding them varyingly may sound, well, 
Knight-ish, Wendi does it with a delicate hand and incorporates beads, various precious 
metals and a recently developed sculptural art called Precious Metal Clay (PMC).   

PMC is 99.9% fine silver mixed with an organic binder that looks and feels like clay 
and can be manipulated in much the same way.  The “clay” can be rolled out and 
given texture or watered down and painted onto natural objects such as leaves.  After 
painting a leaf with several layers of fine silver clay, Wendi then fires the piece in a small 
kiln.  The leaf and organic binder burns away and the remaining product is pure silver 
retaining the detailed leaf pattern.  One of her stunning chainmaille and PMC designs 
was recently commissioned as a retirement gift to a beloved Lucketts Community Center 
employee. 

Wendi says she inherited her artistic talents from her mom 
who sold her hand-painted crafts and where, as a young girl, 
she served as a craft show roadie and assistant.  Thereafter, 
Wendi purchased a piece of jewelry which excited the creative 
part of her DNA. Unlike most who would simply admire the 
piece Wendi said “I can make these”. She began to regularly 
visit any independent bead stores she could find while 
becoming a self taught jewelry designer.  Soon, having more 
jewelry than she could wear, she started selling her beaded 
jewelry alongside her mom at craft shows. 

Currently, Wendi works out of her home 
studio in Lucketts where she creates 
commissioned pieces and a breathtaking 
assortment of wearable art.  Also very 
popular, are her “home jewelry parties.” 
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Top right counterclock wise 
The Trunk or Treat held at the 
Community Center was a hit 

for lion cubs and superheroes 
alike;  Grandparents Day at the 

Lucketts Elementary School 
had children drawing out 

their live’s timeline, listening 
to stories read aloud by their 
Grandparents and played fun 

games; a retirement party was 
held to wish a fond farewell 

to Elizabeth Barbee, long time 
employee of the Lucketts 

Community Center. Everyone  
(especially Elvis) will miss her.

L u c k e t t s
Photo Album
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Scouts Camp Despite Sandy 
By Matt Turner, Boy Scout Troop 1910

Small Island in the Potomac River was the planned site for Boy Scout Troop 
#1910’s special fall outing.  However, because of Hurricane Sandy, the island was 
off limits.  Undaunted, the Troop decided to travel to Catoctin Mountain State 
Park by Thurmont, Maryland.  In two caravans, a total of 24 scouts and 9 adult 
leaders took part.  The Troop set up camp and did some exploring in the area 
following principles such as the Buddy System.  

Many of the younger scouts learn from the older scouts and accomplish 
requirements needed for rank advancement.  After some fun and games, it was 
time for the campfire ceremony where each scout patrol performed a humorous 
skit in front of the Troop.  After campfire, the scouts 
celebrated the Marine Corps’ 237th birthday with a 
cake baked by Mr. Matt Quitter – a former Marine 
(Semper Fi!).  The next morning, the scouts continued 
their fun.  As usual, the Troop left the campsite better 
than they found it. A great time was had by all!

Furnace Mountain 
Presbyterian Church
Worship Service on Sundays at 9:30 am.

Faith Chapel  
Presbyterian Church
Worship Service on Sundays at 11 am. 
703-777-7836

Christ Episcopal  
Church
Christmas Eve music at 7 pm 
Christmas Eve service at 7:30 pm

 Bible Study every Wednesday night from 
7:30-8:30 pm in the white house next to 
church.  Sunday morning service starts at 
9:30 am. All are welcome.  
703-771-2196 or visit us at  
www.christchurchlucketts.com

Bethel United  
Methodist Church
Christmas Eve service at 6 pm

Sunday morning service starts at 11 am.  
All are welcome. 41799 Stumptown Road, 
Lucketts, VA.  Call us at 703-779-7745 or 
visit us at www.cometobethel.org.Churches
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From top   breakfast served by Chef Mullen; 
Scouts looking for fire to happen;  Mr. Quitter 

savoring fresh cowboy coffee 
Below  Boy Scouts are the manpower behind 

the  winter Fruit Sales

5 | 

Court of Honor 
Kyle Raffensperger (left) and Nick 

Quitter (right) welcome Troop 
1910’s newest Order of the Arrow 

Vigil Honor recipient,  
Ty Raffensperger. Vigil Honor has 
been achieved by only 3 scouts 
in Troop 1910 in 15 years and is 
a very significant recognition of 

selfless service to others.



Lucketts Girl Scouts Celebrate 
100 Years of Scouting
By Christine Breighner

On March 12, 1912, “American Girl Guides” held its first meeting in 

Savannah, GA and only 18 girls attended.  A century and several uniform 

changes later, they are known as “Girl Scouts of the USA” or simply, Girl 

Scouts and have 3.2 million members. Plus, about 35 of them proudly call 

the Lucketts area, home.

Local Girl Scouts, Daisy Troop #5783, Brownie Troop #2753, and Junior 

Troop #4920 are part of Service Unit #70-9.  They recently celebrated 

Girl Scout founder, Juliette Gordon Low’s, October 31st birthday and the 

centennial of scouting. The “Founder’s Day” event featured a field trip to 

the “Corn Maize” at Temple Hall Farm where the girls played the traditional 

hoop rolling game and sang Girl Scout songs. For their charitable work, the 

troops packed “Birthday Party in a Bag” packages on behalf of the Good 

Shepherd Alliance; handcrafted holiday cards for deployed soldiers; and 

assembled activity bags for children in Inova Loudoun Hospital in Leesburg.

At their November meeting, the troops collected coats, hats, towels, and 

blankets for families in New York hit hard by Hurricane Sandy. They also 

learned to how to create hand-tied fleece blankets.In December, the troops 

will work on Project Elf where they plan to fulfill holiday wish lists for two 

local families in need. (Lucketts residents who want to help with Project Elf 

can call Linda Goldman at 703-864-8777.)

Junior Girl Scout Chloe Duncan, 
summed this way, “It felt really 

great packing all of those 
bags.” Her statement embodies 

what Scouting is all about!
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Junior Girl Scouts are completing work toward their Bronze Award--the highest 

honor a Junior Girl Scout can achieve. And the Brownie Troop, who earned 

their First Aid Badge and Safety Award when they visited the Lucketts firehouse, 

is planning a neighborhood roadside clean-up in Lucketts, next spring.

And don’t forget about those famous boxes of Girl Scout cookies!  Girl Scouts 

begin selling cookies on December 21st. Cookies are $4.00 per box and will 

be delivered in February.  Around that time, look for Cookie Booths at select 

locations in the greater Leesburg area.

Girl Scout Trivia

Girl Scout founder, Juliette Gordon 
Low, was almost completely deaf, yet 

she never let her disability prevent her 
from accomplishing her goals.

The first Girl Scout Handbook had 
instruction on how to tie up a burglar 

with 8 inches of rope.

Membership in Girl Scouts is open 
to girls in grades K-12.   

Contact local field director  
Diana Kane at dkane@gscnc.org 

or call 703-777-5644

 Sara Goldman stated “I like being 
a Daisy because I get to do fun 

things with my friends.”
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Top left to top right  Girl Scout founder, Juliette Gordon Low (center); 
Daisy Troop #5783, Brownie Troop #2753 and Junior Troop #4920 making 
holiday cards during their recent celebration of 100 years of Girl Scouting 
for deployed soldiers; All smiles the girls packed “Birthday Party in a Bag” 

bags for Good Shepherd Alliance;  Fully loaded activity  bags  destined 
to be delivered to chiuldren at Inova Loudoun Hospital; Patches on the 
Brownie vest; Daisy Scouts, the youngets girl scouts during the Juliette 

Gordon Low birthday celebration; a Lucketts Girl Scout proudly holds her 
Junior Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting. 
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This is just a sampling of some of the cool cars 
at 15th Annual Lucketts Car Show  Above 

center 1941 Cadillac; 1954 Corvette;  Best of 
Show winner is a 1957 Mercury owned by Gary 

Kuennen of Reston; 1950 Buick; and a 1931 
Ford Model A.  Keep your eyes peeled, a couple 

of these beauties live in Lucketts. 
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Winter 2012-2013
Thru Lucketts Bluegrass. 
Apr 27 Saturdays 7pm-10:30pm. $15 at 

door. Lucketts Elementary School. 
Concerts return to the Lucketts 
Community Center early January.

Jan 8 Lucketts Ruritan Meeting 
7:30–9pm. Dinner, speaker and 
meeting at the Community Center

Jan 18 Winter Holiday Fun. Crafts, 
art, music, games and snacks. 
8am-6pm. Ages 6-12. $65/child; 
$55/each add’l child. Lucketts 
Community Center

Jan 21 More Winter Holiday Fun. See 
above.

Feb 12 Lucketts Ruritan Meeting 
7:30–9pm. Dinner, speaker and 
meeting at the Community Center

Feb 18 Presidents’ Day School Holiday. 
Indoor and outdoor fun. 8am -6pm. 
Ages 6-12. $65.00/child; $55.00/
ea add’l child. Lucketts Community 
Center.

Mar 12 Lucketts Ruritan Meeting 
7:30–9pm. Dinner, speaker and 
meeting at the Community Center

 For more information contact the  
Lucketts Community Center  

703-771-5281


