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Bluegrass at Lucketts– 
40 Years and Counting
By Paul Garvin

It takes dedication for a group of volunteers to produce weekly musical 
performances for seven months each year with only three breaks for major 
holiday weekends. To do this for 40 years takes lots of faith and planning and 
the hope that this can continue indefinitely. 

Completion of the forty years is history, celebrated the weekend of January 
11, 2014 at the Lucketts Community Center and highlighted with a performance 
by Springfield Exit, a top local area band containing three former members of 
the famed Johnson Mountain Boys. Complementary birthday cake and 
coffee along with Lucketts Bluegrass Souvenirs added to the evening’s 
festive atmosphere. As has always been the custom, the show was planned, 
promoted and staffed by volunteers in cooperation with the community 
center. Some of the volunteers have served since the 1970s. 

Beginning in 1974, the Lucketts Community Center slowly built a reputation 
as a desirable venue for performers. The attentiveness to and knowledge 
of the music was quickly recognized and passed by word of mouth in the 
tightly-knit world of bluegrass. In time, most of the major performers in the 
business had heard of Lucketts and played there. None the less, it was not until 
1988 that bluegrass at Lucketts was permanently “put on the map” by the Johnson 
Mountain Boys in their final concert before the group disbanded. The event was 

recorded and released by Rounder 
Records in a landmark album “Live 
at the Old Schoolhouse” which was 
later nominated for a Grammy 
award. Many other memorable 
concerts have taken place at the 
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venerable old schoolhouse. Among 
them, the appearances of bluegrass, 
country and folk music legend, 
the late Hazel Dickens; the most 
memorable being her 2010 show 
where she was backed by a band 
containing four of the five Johnson 
Mountain Boys. Other renowned 
performers and bands that have 
played at Lucketts include Ralph 

Stanley, Doyle Lawson, Larry Sparks, Del McCoury, Charlie Waller 
and the Country Gentlemen, The Seldom Scene and Nothin’ Fancy 
to mention just a few. 

By 2007, the bluegrass program had grown to the point where a new 
non-profit entity, The Lucketts Bluegrass Foundation, was formed to 
administer the bluegrass program. A major goal of the foundation is 
to establish a stable organization which can keep bluegrass strong 
for the foreseeable future. So far, the foundation has managed to 
keep the program alive and to invigorate it during the long hiatus 
while the community center was undergoing restoration. It has 
also strengthened the capability of its volunteer staff resulting 
in a significant innovation: collaboration with FM radio station 
WAMU and its subsidiary, Bluegrasscountry.org, where concerts 
recorded live at Lucketts are rebroadcast a few weeks following 
the live show on their “Open Mic” program. The publicity 
from this collaboration on attendance at the weekly shows has 
been very noticeable. 

See bluegrasscountry.org/programs/open-mic/ for 
details on the Open Mic broadcasts. 

 Bottom left Charlie Smith & 
the Potomac Valley Boys were a 

mainstay for many years. Most of 
the band still reside in or around 

Leesburg.  
Bottom right The Bluegrass 

Reflection is the band and family 
from Sterling that started Bluegrass 
at Lucketts. EJ Spence is at the left.  

Top left Hazel Dickens on the Lucketts stage  Top right 
Charlie Waller & the Country Gentlemen  Left Larry 

Stephenson’s schedule for February 1974 lists some of local 
favorites of the day.



rural EntErpriSE

Julie’s Custom Upholstery  
and Drapes
By Doug Fabbioli

If you visit Julie’s Custom Upholstery and Drapes on St. Clair Lane, you will walk into a 
three-car garage that has been converted into a colorful shop oozing with creativity and 
productivity. Swatches and bolts of fabric, stripped furniture and the tools of the trade are 
all in evidence as the work here rarely stops. Julie may insist that you ignore the mess, but 
all you will probably notice is the activity.

Julie Zendek has been sewing ever since she was a little girl. Her skill, craftsmanship and 
customer service is evidenced in the more than twenty years that she has been practicing 
her craft on an official business level. Julie has one staff member, Roz. On this visit Roz 
was cutting a vibrant cloth while Pretty Kitty, the cat, was on the table “helping” her cut it 

straight. Julie is in the process of looking for another staff member so that she can focus 
on running the business and spend less time working the shop floor. 
The favorite part of this business for Julie is making pillows. For her 
it is the ease, creativity and how a good pillow can change 
the look of a piece or a room. Outdoor cushions have gotten 
to be a big area for the business. Foam, colors and fabrics 
are put together to fit the furniture as well as the look of 
the patio. Her works have been shown in Southern Living 
Magazine and her return customers ensure a never ending 
list of work to do.

There is no grand marketing effort for Julie’s Custom 
Upholstery and Drapes. There is just a sign out front and 
a reputation for high quality work and customer service. 

Customers come from the surrounding areas here in Loudoun County as well as 
West Virginia, Maryland and DC. Although there is always 
a long list of jobs to do, Julie takes pride in not making her 
customers wait too long.

Julie loves the natural beauty of Lucketts. Her husband runs 
cattle on the twenty acres that they own which adds to the 
landscape and productivity of our community. 

Julie is another great example of someone turning their skill 
and passion into a successful business, another piece that 
adds to the tapestry of our rural based businesses. Continue 
to patronize our fine locals.  

www.juliescustomupholstery.com or call 

703-771-3043.
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Clockwise from top right  Julie Zendak sits behind her work table; employee Roz helps 
with rebuilding a chair; one of the many window treatments which Julie designed; color 
gives this outdoor room real pop; Julie designed pillow coverings which were used in a 

featured article in Southern Living.



The Lucketts Ruritan Club held its annual awards banquet on December 7th at Skills 
USA. The dinner provided the club the opportunity to recognize the efforts of club 
members as well as other members of the community who have made a positive impact 
on Lucketts. The event was attended by club members and their spouses and guests. 
Former club members were invited and many attended, lending the evening the feel of 
a reunion. Special guests included Loudoun Catoctin District Supervisor Geary Higgins 
and his wife, Gail; Ruritan Zone Governor Graham Overman and his wife, Georgeanne; 
incoming Scoutmaster for Lucketts Boy Scout Troop 1910 Joe Elarde and his wife, 
Karen; and outgoing Scoutmaster Hal Raffensperger and his wife, Donna.

Special recognition awards were given to several members and individuals in our 
community for their efforts this past year. Steve Hillebrand, a long time Ruritan 
member, was recognized as Lucketts “Ruritan of the Year”. For many years, he has 
organized event parking which is an important fund-raising and community service 
function of the club. He was also recognized for his photography of club activities and 
community events as well as his more recent position as an advisor to the club president.

Eleanor Tillett was awarded Lucketts “Citizen of the Year”. A plaque and a bouquet of 
roses were presented to Eleanor who was honored for over 40 years of volunteering her 
time to the Lucketts community. She has served on the Lucketts Community Center 
Advisory Board and supported Community Center events including running the cake 
walk during the Lucketts Fair. As a member of the Lucketts Volunteer Fire Department 
Auxiliary, Ms. Tillett cooked meals for Lucketts firemen during severe weather events 
and worked bingo fund-raising nights for the department. She has also been an integral 
part of Lucketts Bluegrass, running the kitchen operation for the concerts since the 
beginning of this series 40 years ago.

From top to bottom   Eleanor Tillett was honored as 2013 Lucketts Citizen of the Year; Peter Gustafson presents Steve Hillebrand with 
2013 Ruritan of the Year; Steve Hillebrand presents Dan Wiseman with a poster featuring a caricature (by Steve) of Dan Wiseman and 

honors him for his many years of coordinating event parking; guests enjoy a delicious buffet provided by A La Carte Catering 
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Lucketts 
Ruritan Holds 
Annual Awards 
Banquet–
Recognizes 
Lucketts Citizen 
of the Year
By Doug Kemp
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Eleanor Tillett has also looked after her neighbors, spending time at Heritage Hall visiting 
Lucketts Residents who are there either for age or convalescence. She has also cooked 
meals for those in the neighborhood who were sick or in need of help. Ms. Tillet, through 
all her volunteer efforts has made a significant and positive impact on the Lucketts 
Community.

The Dominion 4, a barbershop quartet, provided lively entertainment for those attending 
the dinner. A La Carte Catering of Haymarket, VA, prepared the food for the banquet, 
Sandy Baker played piano during fellowship hour and Kay Quitter designed the beautiful 
table and buffet decorations.

Top  Graham Overman installs the new officers for 
2014.  Middle left  Party guests were welcomed by 
the piano tunes of Sandy Baker of Lucketts. Middle 

right  Sing along with  the Dominion Four Barbershop 
Quartet.  Bottom row  Many members and others 

were acknowledged for their varied contributions to the 
Club and the Lucketts community.
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The Lucketts Ruritan Club, a nonprofit [501(c)(3)]  
community service organization, gathers 
for monthly dinner meetings at the Lucketts 
Community Center on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 P.M.  Members volunteer their time 
in support of area schools, scouting, shelters, 
churches, emergency response, food relief, youth 
activities, adult day care, college scholarships and 
citizenship awards.

www.luckettsruritan.org

The Lucketts Ruritan Club has awarded 
scholarships to deserving Lucketts 
area high school seniors since 1989.  
Scholarships are presented to students 
who demonstrate scholastic excellence 
and possess a sense of community 
and charity—given in memory of our 
departed members.

Scan this QR code for application or see your guidance counselor today.

Scan this QR Code & go to

@   www.luckettsruritan.org
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Attention High School Seniors
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Sled Dogs Among Us
By Anne Hennessey

The 10th Annual Cannington Sled Dog Races  in January drew over 70 sled 

dog teams from Ontario, New York, Ohio, Minnesota and two teams from 

Lucketts.  My husband, Mac Thompson,  and I travelled to Cannington, 

Ontario with our 4 and 6-dog sled teams.  Sled dog teams may not be common 

in Virginia but they are not unheard of.  In fact, my first sled dog race in 1989 

was held in the city park in Newport News, sponsored by the Hampton Roads 

Siberian Husky Club. Sled dog races were held in the Mid-Atlantic area from 

the 1970’s until 2001 with dogs pulling wheeled carts on dirt trails.  

Mac and I start training our Siberian Huskies each year around late October, 

when temperatures are cool.  Most of our training is done with the dogs 

pulling a wheeled rig on dirt trails.  Almost the only time Mac and I step on 

sled runners is at a race.  The dogs have no problem adapting to running on 

packed snow trails.  It is much more of a challenge for Mac and myself to get 

our sled legs back each season.  

By January the teams are ready to race and we start consulting race schedules 

and weather forecasts to see where there might be sufficient snow cover for 

races.  Our races depend on natural snow and there must be sufficient depth 

to pack a base over the race trail.  All too quickly at the end of February the 

race calendar in the eastern and mid-west US is drawing to a close. With 

such a short race season and the complications of weather to deal with, 

we take advantage of opportunities to use the dogs’ training in a variety of 

different ways.  They have delivered Santa Claus many times, provided sled 

dog demonstrations for Klondike Derbies and other community events, 

participated in parades, and entertained athletes at Special Olympics Maryland 

Winter Games.  The dogs enjoy any opportunity to run and we enjoy spending 

time with the dogs doing what comes naturally.
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Top left Kitty and Kristina lead the team 
on a training run.  Its their job to keep the 

team on the trail. Bottom left  to right The 
dogs enjoy a run through the woods; Kilmer 
is readied to be hooked up; 6-dog team on 

the race trail at Winona State Forest NY; Each 
dog gets an individual “well done” at the end 

of a run; a very happy 4-dog team runs the 
race trails at Winona; Large photo at right 
Everyone is happy after a good training run.
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February 13 was a Snow Day! The 
forecast for serious snow was called 
well in advance so Lucketts folks 
were prepared to weather the storm.  
From the looks of it no one really 
minded too much.
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By Peter Gustafson

Buddy Moreland passed away at home on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2013. He had been 
in declining health for quite some time.  Buddy 
was born on Sunday, May 1, 1932 in Round 
Hill, VA.  He worked for 28 years at Dulles 
International Airport as a heavy equipment 
operator until his retirement in 1997. 

Buddy was a true friend to all who knew 
him, helping anyone who was in need.  He 
gave freely of his time and efforts—remaining 
active throughout his many years of service 
to the Lucketts community.  He was a charter 

member of the Lucketts Ruritan Club, a past member of the Lucketts Volunteer Fire 
Department, a great supporter of the Loudoun 4-H, and a faithful member of Furnace 
Mountain Presbyterian Church.

The Ruritan Club played a big role in Buddy’s life. Instrumental in the club’s inception 
in 1979, Buddy would ultimately go on to maintain perfect attendance for his entire 
tenure of over 33 years!  He would also serve as a member of the Board of Directors 
for eight of those years.  If Lucketts needed a model citizen, it was Buddy Moreland—
dedicated, loyal, committed, disciplined, steadfast, determined, successful, but most 
importantly loved, admired and respected! 

An example of Buddy’s level of commitment and dedication was his oversight of the 
Ruritan club’s Saturday morning compactor/recycling service, known throughout 
Lucketts simply as “The Trash”.  Buddy could be seen week-after-week, inspecting the 
grounds, sweeping up and making sure everything was up to his standard of perfection.  
Another charter member summed up Buddy by saying that: “Buddy could only 
give.  The man could never accept anything in return!”  For his exemplary efforts, the 
Ruritan club recognized him with an “Outstanding Service Award” in 2013.

He will be sorely missed.  We all have benefited from the example he set for us—from 
his work ethic, his humility, to his unequaled dedication.  A celebration of Buddy’s life 
is currently planned Sunday, May 18 at the home of daughter Tara Lynn and son-in-law 
Ray Sullivan. All are welcome.

Above  Buddy performed his weekly 
monitoring of the club’s Compactor/Recycling 

service—seen here with the donations 
from the “box”—to be counted, deposited 
and ultimately returned to the community 

in the form of scholarships and financial 
assistance. Below  Buddy and wife, Audrey, 

who assisted Buddy every week. She has now 
assumed the entire responsibility 

In Remembrance of  
William S. “Buddy” Moreland

All photos this page by Steve Hillebrand
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Furnace 
Mountain 
Presbyterian 
Church
Worship Service on 
Sundays at 9:30 am.

Churches

Bethel United  
Methodist Church
Sunday morning service starts at 
11 am.  All are welcome. 41799 
Stumptown Road, Lucketts, VA.   
Call us at 703-779-7745 or visit us  
at www.cometobethel.org.

Christ Episcopal  
Church
 Bible Study every Wednesday night from 
7:30-8:30 pm in the white house next to 
church.  Sunday service starts at 9:30 am. 
Godly play for children through 5th grade 
during service. Tweens & teens youth 
group 6th grade and up following service. 
All are welcome. 703-771-2196 or visit us 
at www.christchurchlucketts.com

Faith Chapel  
Presbyterian 
Church
Worship Service on 
Sundays at 11 am. 
703-777-7836

Elijah Gate Christian 
Center at Freedom 
Center
Sunday mornings at 10 am. Pastors 
Lyman and Jennifer Eddy. 13580 
Freedom Center Lane. Call us at 
703-777-8800 or visit us at 
www.elijahgate.com
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Fr. Stephen Becker (above center) has been 
called by God to serve as Vicar of Christ Church, 
Lucketts. He was installed on November 16, 
2013, by Bishop Susan Goff, Bishop Suffragan 
of the Diocese of Virginia. The Celebration of 
Ministry ceremony was attended by clergy from 
several Episcopal Churches within the Diocese 
together with many friends and family.

Father Becker was born in Washington, D.C. 
and grew up in Alexandria, Virginia. He and 
his wife Ellen, a registered nurse, have three 
children. He was educated at Trinity Episcopal 
School of Ministry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania 
where he received his Master of Divinity Degree. 
His 37 years of ministry have given him a wide 
range of experiences from serving as a Canon 
Educator at the Cathedral Church of St. Peter in 
St. Petersburg, Florida to pastoring large and 
small parishes. In addition to serving as the 
Vicar of Christ Church, Stephen serves as hospice 
chaplain for Capital Caring and chaplain on the 
palliative care team at Fair Oaks Hospital. We at 
Christ Church welcome him with gratitude and 
joyful hearts.

Welcome 
Rev. Stephen Becker
By Pattie Palmer

Building Our Rural Economy
By Doug Fabbioli

For several years, the Lucketts News and Notes has been featuring different 
businesses as Rural Enterprises in the Lucketts community.  The Ruritan Club 
is looking to work with others to develop and distribute a directory of Lucketts 
businesses. We have been learning about how important local business is to our 
economy. In addition to building our rural economy, local commerce means we use 
our major roads less. This movement is good for all!

If you have a business in Lucketts whether it is in your basement or barn, shop or 
studio, let us hear from you. If you would like to be included please email us your 
contact information as well as a brief description of your business. Thanks for being a 
part of this community and helping it become even more special.

Send your contact and business information to  
luckettsruritan@gmail.com.

Lost Corner Farm Barnhouse Brewery Wood Fired Pottery
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Circulation 1562 is published jointly by the Lucketts 
Ruritan Club and the Lucketts Community Center 

Advisory Board (LCCAB).  The Lucketts Ruritan 
Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) Corporation in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.  The LCCAB is also a 

501(c)(3) organization.

Correspondence should be addressed to 
Lucketts News & Notes 

42361 Lucketts Road 
Leesburg, VA  20176 

or by e-mailing the coordinator.
Designer & Coordinator  Mary Gustafson 

luckettsnews@mindspring.com 
703 777-1684

Editor  Pat Howder

Photographers  Steve Hillebrand,  
David L. Crooks, Fred Nassauer

Contributors  Doug Kemp, Kay Quitter, Doug 
Fabbioli and Michelle McKenzie-Duncan

Lucketts Ruritan Club 
luckettsruritan@gmail.com 

www.luckettsruritan.org

President  Peter Gustafson

Vice President  Jim McKenzie

Treasurer  Craig Bond

Secretary  Elizabeth Penaranda

LCCAB 2013 Officers  
703 771-5281

President  Joyce Webb

Vice President  Ross Mink

Treasurer  Matt Quitter

Secretary  Hilary Cooley
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Spring Events at the Lucketts Community Center

Spri ng 2014

 Thru April ’14 Lucketts Bluegrass  Saturdays 7pm-10:30pm. $15 at door.  Doors open at 6pm.
 March 11 Lucketts Ruritan Meeting 7:30–9pm; dinner, speaker and meeting
 March 19 Senior Pot Luck 11am-1pm; great food, good conversation; Bring a dish to share.
 April 8 Lucketts Ruritan Meeting 7:30–9pm; dinner, speaker and meeting

 April 12 Breakfast or Brunch With the Easter Bunny  9am-11am or 11:30am-1:30pm.  $20/family 
of six or fewer. Join the bunny for a full breakfast or brunch, photo op and egg hunt. Advanced 
registration required. 

 Apr 14 – Apr. 18 Spring Break Fun  8am-6pm;  crafts, games and other fun activities; ages 6-12  $65/child; $55/
ech add’l child/day 

 April 16 Senior Pot Luck  Bring a dish to share.

 April 26 Annual Lucketts Spring Yard Sale & Playground Day  8am-1pm.  Playground Day features 
refreshments. Shop the Yard Sale. $10 to rent a table to sell.

 May 13 Lucketts Ruritan Meeting 7:30–9pm; dinner, speaker and meeting

 May 21 Senior Pot Luck  Bring a dish to share.

 For more information about these programs and more at the  
Lucketts Community Center please call 703-771-5281.


