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REMARKS • Lucketts Ruritan Club invites your
comments and suggestions on this occasional
newsletter. The Club meets at 7:30 pm the second
Tuesday of each month at Faith Chapel. You may
contact us at P. 0. Box 1291, Leesburg, VA 20177.

LUCKETTS COMMUNITY DEFINED - That part of
Loudoun County north of Leesburg, west of the
Potomac and east of the Catoctin Ridge, including the
Catoctin Rural Historic District.

LUC'KETTS FAIR - The Community Center Advisory
Board meets the second Thursday of each month
(7:30 PM at the Center) planning/preparing for the
annual fair which occurs this year on August 24th and .
25th. For further information about the Fair and how
you can help, call Sally Wrenn at 703-777-8401. For
information about the Center, its programs, operations
and schedules contact Don Obert at 703-771-5281.

AWARDS - The Club presented Student Citizen of
the Year awards to: Victor Chi-Cheng Hsiao of
Loudoun County High School ($200 Series I Bond);
Jonathon Michael Richards of Simpson Middle
School ($100 Series I Bond); and Chase Brooks
Madigan of Lucketts Elementary School ($100 Series
I Bond),

SCHOLARSHIPS - This program is a memorial to
deceased Ruritan members Buck Lawson, Aldridge
Trittipoe, Red Royston, Eddie Frye, George Ray,
George Heater, Berkely Barnhouse, Millard
Luttrell, Homer Barnes and Yeager Gum. Three
$1000 Scholarships were awarded to: Sally Marie
Hobbs; Jeffrey Michael Nicolette; and Erica Lynn
Sjurseth. Three second year awards of $500 each
were presented to last year's scholarship winners:
Erin Beales; Stephanie Jurenko; and Danica
Riesberg. Applications for next year's awards will
be available early 2003 with a return due date in April.
Contact Scholarship Committee Chairman Don
Morrell at 703-771-4111 or e-mail to
don@morrellcpa.com.

ANNUAL PICNIC - Whitey and Margaret Hubert
hosted our annual picnic on June 2 at Tarara Winery.
Troop 1910 Boy Scouts executed an impressive
opening ceremony with presentation of the colors,
followed by an invocation by Fletcher. President
Adams expressed appreciation to those making the
picnic possible, especially to Buddy Moreland, Bob
Demory, and other committee members who did an
outstanding job of gathering all necessary supplies
and equipment and doing all the cooking that made
this a memorable occasion. The winners of our
Student Citizen of the Year and of our Memorial
Scholarship Awards were recognized by name,
though several could not be present. Finally, we were
all delighted to see Dan Wiseman out and about,
though still encumbered with the metal cage for his
broken leg!

PTO • PTO needs adult volunteers to assist with Cub
Pack 1910. Very shortly, there will be a call for
volunteers to assist with hand-cranking the ice cream
to be sold at the annual Lucketts Fair. This is the
PTO's major fund-raiser for the year, and is always a
sell-out attraction. Call Laura (703-779-4878) or
Melaney (703-771-4922) for information.

LUCKETTS VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY - Call
Bud Greenfield (703-777-5201) for information.

FOOD DRIVE • Ruritan collects food and supplies for
Interfaith Relief the first Saturday of every month in
conjunction with our trash/recycling project from 8:00
am to Noon at Lucketts School. Mark your calendars
for 6 July, 3 August, 7 September and 5 October so
you can remember to bring your contributions for the
needy.

CITRUS SALES - All profits from these sales support
Ruritan's diverse community services throughout the
year. We will begin taking orders for our next sale on
26 October; orders can be picked up on 23 November
(the Saturday before Thanksgiving) between 08:00
AM and Noon at the Lucketts Elementary School.
Contact is "Captain Fruit" Tom Howder at 540-822-
5967



TRASH / RECYCLING SERVICE - This is our most
visible community service, held every Saturday
morning between 8:00am and Noon at the Lucketts
Elementary School. We believe this service is a
significant deterrent to litter and illegal dumps in the
area, as well as a great convenience for residents.
We appreciate your loyalty and generous donations
which make this community service possible.

•\

BOY SCOUT TROOP 1910 - Troop 1910 holds a
regular weekly meeting at 7:00pm each Thursday at
the Community Center. If you would like to learn more
about scouting and how to support or participate in
Troop 1910 activities you are welcome to attend any
meeting, or you can contact Sandy Collins at 703-
771-1261.

ROUTE 15 ALTERNATIVES An ongoing State
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) continues to
compile pertinent facts over a broad region through
which a Western Transportation Corridor might pass.
There is renewed interest in eliminating the 35 mile
barrier to cross-Potomac transport as an element of
the Homeland Defense efforts. Pending possible
completion of such alternate corridor, US 15 remains
the principal north-south corridor for trade and
commerce west of the beltway. Traffic loading for US
15 is projected to exceed its capacity within the next
decade, well before an alternative corridor could be
created.

ROUTE 15 SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS - These
improvements are the culmination of twenty years
effort by the Lucketts Community to cope with an
ever-increasing traffic load without converting US 15
to a four-lane interstate highway. Great effort has
been made to minimize any adverse historic, scenic or
environmental impacts, and construction is now
underway in Section 1 (Tutts Lane to Whites Ferry
Road) to include a Traffic light at and widening of
Whites Ferry Road, a widened shoulder to permit pull
off of offending vehicles by enforcement patrols, and
relocation of utilities. Rising costs have eroded funds
available for Section 2 (Whites Ferry Road to
Lucketts) and Section 3 (Lucketts to the Maryland
state line); limited improvement funds are being
focused on shoulder and intersection upgrades (left
turn lanes) in Section 2, with minimal scenic impact
consistent with safety. Section 3 has been restored to

the Six-Year Plan with some Section 2 Right-of-Way
funds being re-programmed for Section 3 intersection
upgrade(s). The CTB has authorized additional funds
to replace the reprogrammed funds from Section 2.
Four of the five fatal accidents in the past six years
were caused by loss of vehicle control on the unpaved
shoulders, and most accidents on this part of US 15
involve rear-end or fixed object off-road collisions as a
consequence of (a) following too closely, and (b)
having no clear escape path (shoulder) to avoid such
collisions. Ideally (short of diverting traffic to [non-
existing] parallel roads) adequate sight-distances
could be provided by eliminating hills and curves;
however, these improvements are prohibited from
relocating the center line of the existing route. As the
traffic load continues to increase, it is likely that the
mean distance between vehicles will decrease: VDOT
has taken these factors into account in the
improvement design.

SCENIC PRESERVATION - Ruritan President John
Adams (703-777-7814) is heading up a project for
Route 15 improvements to maintain scenic
attractiveness without degrading the necessary safety
improvements. A preliminary traverse of an
analogous section of MD route 32 is an illustration of
how scenic value is maintained in the presence of
wide paved shoulders. Funds for this sort of
improvement might be available from alternative
sources.

POWER PLANTS • There are proposals to install
several electric generation power plants near Point of
Rocks, MD.: Duke and Mirant have filed permits to
proceed, and Sempra Energy is expected to file for a
permit in the near future. In view of the substantial
withdrawal of cooling water from the Potomac (only
10% being recycled), a citizens' group has formed to
compile and analyze the impacts upon the Point of
Rocks community; they have established a web page
at: <www.pointofrocksagainstpowerplants.com> with
most current information. Whatever impacts befall
Point of Rocks will likely be repeated directly across
the river in our Lucketts community. Accordingly, the
Lucketts Ruritan Club has formed a Power Plant Sub-
committee as a core for a community-wide focus
group to keep the community informed.. Ruritan's
Ursula Williams (703-737-0386) is contact for this
group.


