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READINESS  -  How prepared are you 
to cope with a home or community 
disaster?  As good as our professional 
Fire and Rescue organizations are, 
situations sometimes overwhelm 
capabilities and we are left to our own 
resources.  Recognizing this fact, it 
behooves each of us to consider what 
we can do to prepare for such 
emergencies.  Ruritan is taking the 
lead to help establish a Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT); 
free training in emergency 
preparedness is available for private 
citizens acting individually or as part of 
a group.  First training session begins 
March 6, and we urge every 
responsible citizen to enroll.  For more 
information about  this CERT program  
call Darrell Ernst at 703-777-1135 , or 
send an email to us at 
 <LuckRur@aol.com>,. 
 
BSA TROOP 1910  -  
 Speaking of readiness, 
 we are very proud of our 
 Troop, whose designation 
 reflects  that Boy Scouts 
 of America was founded 
 in 1910.  Starting with 5 
 boys in 1998, the Troop 
 now has 27 boys, with 7 
 more to be added this month.  On 
December 22, 2002 State Senator 
Mims and District  Board officials 
participated in a Court of Honor 
awarding the Eagle rank to Nicky 
Quitter, our first to attain this honor.  
Troop 1910 now has an additional four 
boys in the final phase of earning Eagle 
status.  The Scouts are preparing to 
collect items for the Community Yard 
Sale in April.  Troop 1910 meets at 
7:00 PM each Thursday at the Lucketts 
Community Center, and all interested 
persons are invited to attend.  For more 
information see the Troop’s web page  
<http://www.loudoun.net/troop1910/>, 
or call Scoutmaster Sandy Collins at 
703-771-1261. 
 
RURITAN AWARDS  -   
At its December Awards Banquet, Tom 
Howder and Bob Demory were 
named Ruritans of the Year.  
Certificates of Appreciation were 

presented to Glenn Beales, Joe Bennett, 
Sandy Collins, Dennis Fauber, Steve 
Hillebrand, Whitey Hubert, Fletcher 
Hutcheson, Tim Hyland, Buddy Moreland, 
Don Morrell, Andy Pitas, Jim Rocks, Carl 
Siebentritt, and Dick Snooks.  Reg Jones, the 
Lt. Gov. of Ruritan’s Rappahannock District, 
presented four GOLD Awards for Community 
Service to the members,  
recognizing their 3311 
 man-hours on 35 
 projects and their 
 donation of $20,000 to 
 local, state and National  
causes. Four new  
members  to the Club 
were welcomed:  former 
Leesburg Mayor Jim 
Clem, former Battle of 
Britain Spitfire pilot Ed 
Goshorn, Dr. Kurt Rodney, and Gary 
Franklin.  New Officers for 2003 were 
installed by Gov. Jones : President Dick 
Snooks; Vice President Chris Hobbs;  
Treasurer Bill Sproul; Secretary Glenn 
Beales; and   Directors Joe Bennett, Bill 
Hagen   and Doug Kemp. Outgoing President 
Adams awarded an engraved plaque to Fern 
Jenkins, naming her the Lucketts Citizen  
of the Year 2002.  Fern is a Founding 
Member of the Loudoun County YMCA, a 
Director of the Loudoun Chapter,  American 

Red Cross, and 
very  active in Boy 
& Girl Scouts,4-H, 
KLB, LINK, LARC  
ECHO  and is a 
leader in Bethel  
United   Methodist 
Church. Her very 
special    interest is 

Aquatics: as a Trainer, Water Safety 
Instructor, Lifeguard   and First Aid Instructor.  
Her enthusiasm  and interest was 
instrumental  in  acquisition of  the indoor 
pool  at the Ida Lee Recreation Center.   
 
HONORS  - 
We are proud to note that three members 
have received special recognition from their 
peers.  Andy Pitas’ name will be etched on 
the Glen Gilbert Award Trophy on permanent 
display at the Smithsonian Air & Space 
Museum in Washington.  Whitey Hubert has 
received MSA’s rare Pinnacle Award 
recognizing his lifetime contributions to the 

construction industry.  And Chris 
Gerow took first place for the third 
straight year in the Unlimited Trebuchet 
competition, hurling an eight pound 
pumpkin some 927 feet!  Chris donated 
his $250 prize to Loudoun’s 
Therapeutic Riding program.  A hearty 
“well-done”  to all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY  - 
Company 10 is placing its new pumper 
in service this month, and is currently 
remodeling the firehouse second deck  
to include a day room, two offices and 
two bunk rooms.  These dedicated 
volunteers are our first line of defense 
and assistance when misfortune 
strikes, and we’re happy to see these 
improvements in the facility.  Planning 
is well advanced for the annual 
Machinery Sale fund raiser on 5 April; 
this is a great way to support the fire 
company while acquiring good tools 
and equipment at reasonable prices.  
Look for the ads noting time and 
location. 
 
PTO  - 
Lucketts Elementary School PTO has 
been very busy with a BINGO and 
“Gently Used Clothing Swap” in 
January (donated to local shelters and 
thrift shops) and a Toiletries Drive in 
February (Girl Scout Cadet Troop 765) 
to benefit the Loudoun Abused 
Women’s Shelter.  Principal Chapin is 
hoping to keep the Library open after 
school hours, and has submitted a 
grant request to that end.  A “Bits and 
Bytes” Club meets after school 
Mondays in March.  This fosters use of 
computer skills to improve language 
arts and math skills; it is hoped to offer 
this program in the summer.  The 
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school has three teams entered in the 
“Odyssey of the Mind” competition this 
year, with the final competition 
scheduled for March 15.  Last year’s 
team won both regional and State 
competitions, and went on to the World 
finals in Colorado ... so, hopes are high 
for success again this year!  Thoughts 
are beginning to focus on the major 
fund raiser of the year:  gearing up for 
the hand-cranked ice cream to be 
made and sold at the Lucketts Fair in 
August (last weekend).  New Officers 
for school year 2003 – 2004 will be 
elected at the March meeting;, to 
include at least a new President and 
Treasurer.  We’re looking for a good 
turnout at this important meeting.  
 
GIRL SCOUTS  - 
We now have 45 young ladies active in 
the several categories:  8 in Daisy 
(Kindergarten); 18 in Brownie (Grades 
1 & 2); 13 in Junior (grades 4 – 6); and 
7 in Cadet (Middle School level).  The 
girls have been busy with Rock 
Climbing, Laser Tagging and (planned) 
Snow Tubing at Ski Liberty.  
Reservations have been made for a 
camping trip to Hershey Park in May, 
and a “Lock-In” overnight is planned in 
the near future.  The Juniors are busy 
collaborating with a “pen pal” troop in 
Ohio and exploring possibility for a joint 
camp-out in Pennsylvania later this 
year.  If you would like to learn more 
about Scouting, call Linda Erickson at 
703-777-8565.  You can help support 
these programs with a purchase of 
those delicious Girl Scout Cookies, 
which go on sale shortly. 
 
TRASH/RECYCLING OPERATION  - 
We contract to have a trash compactor 
at Lucketts School every Saturday 
morning from 8:00 AM until noon.  
Two Ruritans are on site to monitor for 
safety and cleanliness of the operation, 
and to collect donations from users (we 
ask for $3 per household to help cover 
costs; more would be helpful).  Not only 
is this a convenience for the 
community, it also helps reduce 
incidence of road litter and illegal 
dumps.  We appreciate your 
cooperation and thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
FOOD FOR THE NEEDY  - 

In conjunction with our trash/recycling 
operation, we collect food for the needy the 
first Saturday of every month.  The Ruritans 
on monitoring duty oversee this activity, 
which coincides with the hours of the 
trash/recycling operation.  The food 
donations are loaded in protected boxes and 
delivered to the Interfaith Relief warehouse in 
Leesburg that afternoon.  Please remember 
our less fortunate citizens with contributions if 
at all possible. 
 
ROUTE 15 SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS  
The construction in Section 1 (Leesburg to 
White’s Ferry Road) is due for completion on 
schedule and on budget.  Plans for Section 2 
(White’s Ferry to Lucketts) await approval in 
Richmond to include:  turn lane and shoulder 
improvements at Limestone School Road, 
Montressor Road, New Valley Church Road 
and (pending further traffic studies) Spinks 
Ferry Road; and installation of an 
enforcement area in the Southbound lane 
approximately 500 feet north of the Spinks 
Ferry Road intersection.  The final Field 
Inspection will be conducted this month 
(March 2003), and a construction 
advertisement date is tentatively set for 
January 2005.  Section 2 funds 
reprogrammed to construct a northbound left 
turn lane at Lovettsville Road in Section 3 
(Lucketts to the Maryland State line) remain 
available, but no dates are yet established to 
proceed with a construction advertisement. 
Realignment of the intersection with Saint 
Claire Lane, including a SB left turn lane, is 
part of a proffer from developers of Elysian 
Heights; attempts to bring forward this critical 
safety improvement have been unsuccessful 
to date. The overall plan for the entire 
corridor is held in abeyance until additional 
funds become available.  The selected turn 
lanes with associated shoulder improvements 
and the enforcement area construction are 
being funded with existing bond funds; if 
some of these funds remain unused they 
might become available for special safety 
measures within the village of Lucketts.  
Supervisor Kurtz is pursuing this possibility.  
New federal funding of $3 million for Route 
15 safety improvements has yet to be 
targeted.  
 
VIRTUAL MARKET  - 
Efforts to assist the rural economy include a 
web page and newsletter (paid subscriptions 
required) where producers, wholesalers and 
retailers can exchange information on needs 

and wants.  To learn more about this 
effort visit <www.freshnlocal.com>. 
 
LUCKETTS COALITION  -   
Several Lucketts organizations are 
coming together to secure a 14 acre 
property located directly to the east of 
the Community Center.  Known as the 
Lawson Field, this parcel is used 
extensively for parking visitors to the 
annual Lucketts Fair.  In addition to 
being a wonderful community 
celebration, the Fair is a critical fund 
raiser for many community programs:  
the Community Center, the Fire 
Company, the Ruritan Club, Church 
groups, Scouts,  the Parent-Teacher 
Organization, etc.  The Fair is also an 
opportunity for local artisans and artists 
to showcase and sell their wares.  It is 
no exaggeration to state that the Fair 
would be sorely limited in effect without 
adequate parking, for which this 
Lawson Field is critical.  Several joint 
meetings have been held to address 
this concern, and each organization 
has been invited to name three 
representatives to serve on a steering 
committee to recommend how to 
proceed.  It was envisioned that an 
independent  legal entity might be 
created to raise funds to purchase this 
property, and to manage, control and 
operate it for the community.   There is 
some resistance to the proposed 
structure, but general agreement that 
steps should be taken to protect this 
property.                           
 
LUCKETTS COMMUNITY CENTER  - 
Welcome to new manager Hilary 
Cooley, who comes to us after 5 years 
as manager of the Middleburg 
Community Center.  For ten years prior 
to that position, Hilary was Estate 
Manager of a large Middleburg farm, 
and is a past President of the 
Waterford Foundation and Keep 
Loudoun Beautiful.  She serves on 
many boards, including the Arbor Day 
committee and Amendment I (parent of 
Leesburg Today and Loudoun 
Magazine).  Hilary enjoys photography 
and, though a Loudoun native, 
presently resides in Harpers Ferry, WV. 
Don’t forget the annual Community 
Yard Sale at the Community Center on 
26 April from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM! 
 


