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Thinking Outside the Box  
with Odyssey of the Mind
By Carolyn Johnson

Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides 
creative problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten through 
college. Team members apply their creativity to solve problems that range from 
building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary 
classics. They then bring their solutions to competition on the local, state, and 
World level. Teams of 5-7 students work together, over a series of weeks and 
months, to present a creative and stylish solution to a long-term problem and to 
grow their creative thinking skills in order to complete a “spontaneous” problem. 
Children who participate in the Odyssey of the Mind program learn cooperation 
and respect for the ideas of others by working in teams. They gain greater self-
confidence and increased self-esteem by evaluating ideas and making decisions on 
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 Above  Primary Team member Katharine 
Sillman working on building a unique “animal 

creation”.  Left  A Division One Team –“The 
Lucketteers”– working on a hands-on verbal 

spontaneous problem. 
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their own. Students learn how to identify challenges and to 
think creatively to solve those problems. They are free to 
express their ideas and suggestions without fear of criticism. 
The creative problem-solving process rewards thinking 
“outside of the box.” They work within a budget, so they 
learn to manage their money. They see that there’s often 
more than one way to solve a problem, and that sometimes 
the process is more important than the end result.

Everything about Odyssey of the Mind is kid-driven. They are the ones who come up 
with the ideas and execute them. Parents/coaches are not allowed to give them advice, 
otherwise known as “Outside Assistance”, or to 
do the work for them.  Their job is to teach them 
the skills they need to bring their idea to life and 
to support them in figuring out the best solution 
to their problem.
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Years ago, Lucketts Elementary School 

(ES) offered Odyssey of the Mind as an 

extracurricular enrichment program. Over time 

volunteers to adminster the program and coach 

the students became in short supply. Sadly, the 

program was cancelled. 

Carolyn Johnson, new to the Lucketts area and 

with a child in the Lucketts ES heard about the 

program and identitifed with its outstanding 

benefits to students. She researched the 

Odyssey of the Mind and found that if she 

could be trained and interest parents in the 

program she would succeed in reestablishing it 

at Lucketts ES. With Carolyn’s encouragement 

and support from the Lucketts ES PTA and 

school staff, several additional Lucketts parents 

volunteered to coach three teams of students. 

The teams will represent Lucketts ES at regional 

tournaments.

Carolyn stresses that without volunteers to 

coach teams, assist and judge at the regional 

tournaments, the school would not be able 

to offer Odyssey of the Mind. Volunteers are 

vital to this program which offers tremendous 

enrichment to elementary school age children. 

More students will be able to take advantage 

of Odyssey if more parent volunteers are 

available to coach. If you are interested 
in volunteering to coach or assist with 
the Odyssey of the Mind please contact 
Carolyn Johnson 703-728-9082 or 
mikeandcarolynj@verizon.net. 

Thank you to the 
following parents who 

volunteer as Odyssey of  the 
Mind organizers  

and coaches:

Carolyn Johnson

Josephine Song

Donna MacGregor

Robb MacGregor

Kate Nassauer

Immediate Volunteer Opportunities:

Competition Judge  
training on February 7th and competition on February 28th 

Competition Volunteer 
2-3 hours on the day of competition  (February 28th)

Contact Carolyn Johnson 703-728-9082 or 
 mikeandcarolyn@verizon.net

! 

 Above  Primary Team members 
–from left Margaux Fleury-Aizier, 

Lizzie Nassauer and Ben Kelly–
working as a team on a spontaneous 

verbal and hands-on problem.
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Holiday Fire 
Safety
Christmas trees, candle usage and 
holiday decorations significantly 
contribute to the many seasonal 
causes of home fires.  Loudoun 
County Department of Fire, Rescue 
and Emergency Management reminds 
residents that by following these fire 
prevention measures, you can greatly 
reduce the risk of fire in your home 
and enjoy a safe holiday season. 
Holiday safety at a glance:

• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that 
do not fall off easily. Before placing tree in 
the stand, cut 1–2” from the base and be 
sure to add water to the stand daily.

• Always turn off Christmas tree lights 
before leaving home or going to bed.

• Be aware, some lights are only for 
indoor or outdoor use, but not both.  
Use lights that have the label of an 
independent testing laboratory.  

• Get rid of the tree when it begins dropping 
needles. Dried-out trees are a fire hazard 
and shouldn’t be left in the home.

• Choose decorations that are flame 
resistant or flame retardant and keep 
them away from lit candles, fireplaces, 
and heating equipment.

LCFR Safety Tips for 
the Holiday Season
By Michael Burrier, Captain, Lucketts Fire Sation #10

Michael S. Burrier, Captain 
Station Commander, FS #10 
703-777-9344

Cooking Safely During the  
Holiday Season
The Holiday Season is full of 
excitement, good food and fun 
times with family and friends.  The 
reality is that you are more likely 
to have a cooking fire during this 
time than any other time of the 
year. Loudoun County Department 
of Fire, Rescue and Emergency 
Management are reminding families 
to take a few minutes for safety so 
that your holiday is memorable for 
all the right reasons. Kitchen safety 
at a glance:

• For an oven fire, immediately turn off 
the heat and close the oven door.

• Avoid using a turkey fryer.

• Do not pour water on a grease fire. 
Pouring water on a grease fire can cause 
it to spread. Instead, turn off the burner 
and put a lid on the fire.

• Never put a glass casserole or lid on 
the stove or over a burner.  This could 
cause an explosion if it gets hot, 
sending dangerous shards of glass in all 
directions.

• If you have a cooking fire, get out then 
call 9-1-1! When you leave, close the 
door behind you to help contain the fire. 

• Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the 
stovetop. If you leave the kitchen even for 
a short period of time, turn off the stove.

Winter Fall Prevention Tips
Winter weather is upon us and with 
that comes treacherous roadways, 
sidewalks and parking lots. Each year 
emergency medical services respond 
to numerous calls for injuries due to 
slips and falls during icy conditions. 
Loudoun County Fire, Rescue and 
Emergency Management wants to 
remind all residents of the dangers that 
bad weather brings and offer a few tips 
on how to stay safe this winter. Fall 
prevention at a glance:

• Wear proper foot gear with good 
traction. Rubber soles work best.

• If the walkway is covered with ice, travel 
along grassy areas for traction.

• When entering buildings, remove 
snow and water from shoes to prevent 
slipping.

• If you fall, avoid using your arms to 
protect against breaks.

• Keep both hands free for balance rather 
than in your pockets.



Just as you enter the  Village of Lucketts, you will find three diverse and well maintained shops offering everything from 

collectible coins and industrial re-purposed finds to European antiques and vintage home décor.  The shops are situated on the Northbound 

side of Rt. 15 (the old Titus Dairy Farm property) with easy access and plenty of parking.    
    Let us introduce you to …
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The Hummingbird’s Nest
Gifts, ColleCtibles & Antiques

Hours: M–F, 10am to 5pm | Sa–Su, 10am to 6pm 
www.hummingbirdsnestva.com & FACEBOOK

The Hummingbird’s Nest opened in May of 2012 and is owned by Connie Issacs. 
Connie grew up in Lucketts and is the daughter of Marshall Shry. She has always 
enjoyed dabbling in antiques and was taught a love of auctions from her father. Her 
shop is situated in the original Titus family home, lovingly known as “the pink house”. 
There are about seventeen vendors located on the premises which measures about 
2500sq ft. Offerings are a traditional mixture ranging from paintings, 
Waterford crystal, coins, silver, Lladro figurines, antique furniture, 
jewelry, pottery, baskets, collectibles, seasonal décor and vintage 
clothing. There is something for everyone at every price level. None 
of Connie’s ventures would be possible without the help of her family. 
Her husband delivers, fixes and “picks” for the shop. Her daughters 
help with the website, emails and running the operation.  

Connie Isaacs
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rural enterprise

From Dairy Farm  
to Three’s a Charm
By Kay Quitter

Rust & Feathers
VintAGe & Antiques Redefined

Hours: M & W–Sa, 10am to 5pm | Su, Noon to 5pm | Closed Tu 
www.rustandfeathers.com & FACEBOOK

The newest of these unique shops, Rust and Feathers, opened in January, 2013. Owner, 
Sydney Figert had been a vendor in several other Lucketts stores for about six years 
and wanted to branch out. She opened Rust and Feathers to showcase her talents for 
the eclectic, vintage and industrial repurposed, as well as some reproduction. Her shop 
has about eleven vendors in approximately 3500sq ft. Offerings range 
from modernized decoupage, shabby chic, vintage clothing, European 
antiques, repurposed jewelry, upholstered items and eclectic gifts. 
There is a warm homey feel to the shop with its interesting displays, 
unique items of old mixed with new and the fragrance of the seasons 
with offerings of scented candles.   

Sydney Figert



rural enterprise (continued)
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On A Whim 
Antiques & Home déCoR – fuRnisH YouR dReAms WitH us

Hours: M & Tu, 11am to 4pm | W, 10am to 4pm | Th–Su, 10am to 5pm  
www.onawhimantiques.com & FACEBOOK

As you drive north on Rt. 15 you can’t help but notice the distinctive pink and black polk-
a-dot silo and outside décor of On A Whim. Owner Donna Troxler has had this vision 
since she was five years old, playing in her Mother’s gift shop and attending gift shows 
in New York. Lucketts has always given her an “I’m Home” feeling and this is where she 
has honed her craft and clientele for many years. The last item on her “bucket list” was to 
open this store that she had always envisioned. When you walk into the shop you will see 
her childhood dream come to life. She and her vendors have found a place of peace and 
camaraderie among the crystal chandeliers and vintage home boutique items. The building 
houses about twenty nine vendors in approximately 6000sq ft. The old Titus milking shed is 
also put to use for vendors. All of the items in the shop are offered “house ready” and at great 

prices. Everything purchased is “satisfaction guaranteed”. Of special note: Donna’s 
philosophy has been that if you are successful, you should “pay 
it forward”. A portion of all sales from On A Whim is donated 
to the National Breast Cancer Foundation. During the month of 
October, National Breast Cancer month, Heider Nursery which 
is located across the road from the shop donates all the pumpkins 
that are painted pink and sold for $10.00. These monies are also 
donated to the National Breast Cancer Foundation where 100% 
of the proceeds go to women in need.  

Donna Troxler 
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Ruritan Club Serves  
Lucketts and Honors 
Contributions of Citizens
By Doug Kemp

Home  recycling bins are available at 
the Saturday morning Compactor and 

Recycling operation at the Lucketts 
Elementary School. Buy yours when you 
drop off your refuse and recycling, save 

money and benefit your community.

$20
Compare at area stores— 

savings of more than 25%!

The Lucketts Ruritan Club, a nonprofit [501(c)(3)]  
community service organization, gathers 
for monthly dinner meetings at the Lucketts 
Community Center on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  Members volunteer their time 
in support of area schools, scouting, shelters, 
churches, emergency response, food relief, youth 
activities, adult day care, college scholarships and 
citizenship awards.

www.luckettsruritan.org
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Pick one up for the Holidays!
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Notice to high school seniors…
…in the Lucketts area–beginning in early 2015 the Lucketts Ruritan Club will be 
accepting applications for scholarships from seniors who are Lucketts residents. 
The Club expects to award multiple scholarships to selected seniors meeting the 
requirements for the scholarship. These scholarships have in recent years ranged 
from $2000.00 to $3500.00 each. Applications and further details on eligibility will be 
available on the Lucketts Ruritan website Luckettsruritan.org

Jim Rocks Receives Ruritan 
for Life Award
Jim Rocks, a Lucketts resident and member of the Lucketts Ruritan 
Club since the early 1980’s was recognized during the Club’s October 
meeting for his long term contributions to the Club and service to 
the community. During his years in the Club, Jim served terms as 
President, Secretary and Director. Jim also managed the Saturday 
compactor and recycling operations at the Lucketts Elementary School. 

Beyond his “official” duties and community service, Jim is appreciated for the many 
years that he provided investment advice for the Club’s Scholarship fund. 

Lucketts Recycles!
Have you picked up your recycling bin yet? The Lucketts Ruritan Club continues to 
offer 18 gallon recycling bins to the community. Bins are available during Saturday 
morning refuse collection service. These sturdy blue bins provide a convenient way 
to collect and transport your recyclables from your home to our Saturday morning 
service at the Lucketts Elementary School. When you recycle, you reduce the amount 
of household trash you generate; reduce the load on our county landfill; and reduce 
pollution and energy and natural resource usage.

By purchasing one of our bins (only $20) you help your community in several ways:

•	 All	proceeds	are	returned	to	the	Lucketts	community	in	the	form	of	donations	and	scholarships.

•	 Eliminate	the	need	for	costly	plastic	bags	that	clog	the	sorting	equipment	used	on	recyclable	
materials.

•	 Help	us	celebrate	25	years	of	recycling	in	Lucketts	courtesy	of	the	Lucketts	Ruritan	Club.



Mission Impossible
By Sam Turner

On the weekend of October 24th-26th, Boy Scout Troop 1910 from Lucketts, 
VA, conducted nighttime land navigation and “spy” work in the foothills of the 
Appalachians. Dubbed “Mission Impossible”, this outing served as a way to teach 
younger scouts about using a map and compass across different types of terrain during 
both day and night and having a blast the whole time. Their tasks were to find clues 
set out around the camping area. These clues gave the boys a new set of directions, 
distance and special instructions on what to do at their next target. All the while, 
scouts had to avoid alerting role-playing adults.

During Saturday’s preparations, older scouts taught the younger ones orienteering 
techniques such as pace count, direction finding, map reading skills and working 
as a team. The boys were assigned to one of three teams, two of which set off at 
dusk and were composed of younger boys with one older boy acting as a guide. 
The third group, starting well after dark, consisted of only older boys who had a 
more challenging night course and set of tasks. Stations included de-coding hidden 
messages, climbing across a ropes course, sneaking up to a campsite to eavesdrop on 
conversations, and evading roaming “guards.” Stealth and light discipline were two 
continuous challenges.

Mr. Craig Bond, a member of the Troop Committee, brought the idea to the boys’ 
patrol leader council and should be commended with putting together this unique 
activity.  It was a fun activity that the boys hope will happen every year.

The Fall has been busy with 
“Courts of Honor” for four 
Scouts achieving Eagle Scout 
in Troop 1910—all completing  
meaningful projects benefiting 
our communities.

Matt Turner focused 
on the historic home 
of George C. Marshall 
(Dodona Manor) in 
Leesburg.  He established 
a new garden/flower bed 
and refurbished a second 
one. Matt’s efforts help 
to enhance the beauty of 
this historic home.

Jake Blycher 
took on a project at 
the new Boulder Crest 
Rehabilitation Center for 
Wounded Warriors.  He 
built a bridge on a trail to 
enable those who were in 
wheel chairs to traverse 
the trail. 

Dakotah Puccio 
focused on the Lucketts 
Community Center and 
installed a much needed 
taller Flag Pole. He also 
landscaped around the 
flagpole and presented 
the Community Center 
with a new flag.

Sam Fabbioli focused 
on the Lucketts Community 
Center as well.  He removed 
the old trees on the outside 
of the fence line along 
Rt.15.  He then prepared 
and planted new garden 
beds along that outside 
fence line thus enhancing 
the view of the Community 
Center from Rt.15.

Once Again 
Eagles Soar

Jake Blycher Dakotah Puccio Sam Fabbioli Matt Turner
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Scouts receive instructions prior to nighttime 
orienteering fun.



This year, Troop 1910 collected 525 lbs 
from the Lucketts community.

For more than 
twenty years, 
Scouting for 
Food (our 
local National 
Council annual 
“Good Turn”)
has continued 
to be one of the 
most successful 
one-day 
collections of 
non-perishable 
food items in 
and throughout 
the Washington 
DC area. The Scouts from the NCAC 
Goose Creek District of Loudoun County 
collected over 110,000 lbs of food in 
2014 for local food banks, soup kitchens 
and pantries in our community. The 
need continues to grow; more families 
are seeking the assistance of these food 
banks and pantries to feed their families. 
Scouting For Food will once again 
provide a significant amount of needed 
items to stock pantry shelves for the 
weeks and months to come. 

Scouts J. Huynh,  
A. Morrison and  

J. Wehmann helped collect 
the food donations

Wi nter 2014

Furnace 
Mountain 
Presbyterian 
Church
Worship Service on 
Sundays at 9:30 am.

Churches

Bethel United  
Methodist Church
Sunday morning service starts at 
11 am.  All are welcome. 41799 
Stumptown Road, Lucketts, VA.   
Call us at 703-779-7745 or visit us  
at www.cometobethel.org.

Christ Episcopal  
Church
 Bible Study every Wednesday night from 
7:30-8:30 pm in the white house next to 
church.  Sunday service starts at 9:30 am. 
Godly play for children through 5th grade 
during service. Tweens & teens youth 
group 6th grade and up following service. 
All are welcome. 703-771-2196 or visit us 
at www.christchurchlucketts.com

Faith Chapel  
Presbyterian 
Church
Worship Service on 
Sundays at 11 am. 
703-777-7836

Elijah Gate Christian 
Center at Freedom 
Center
Sunday mornings at 10 am. Pastors 
Lyman and Jennifer Eddy. 13850 
Freedom Center Lane. Call us at 
703-777-8800 or visit us at 
www.elijahgate.com
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Small Island
By Jack Turner

Veterans Day weekend, Troop 1910 from Lucketts camped on Small Island (a privately 
owned Island in Lucketts offered for the use of the Troop). The Troop goes here every 
year to work on their scouting skills and to host a group of Webelo Scouts who are 
working on their Arrow of Light. The scouts built a “monkey bridge” made of ropes, 
set up patrol areas, cooked, worked on lashings and built a latrine. They also played 
football, set up a flagpole and showed the 12 Webelo scouts the camp and talked 
about the fun they have in the Boy Scouts. The boys camped in the cold on Friday 
and Saturday nights after hiking 1 mile to the site. The highlight of the outing was the 
campfire program which featured skits, “Cowboy Poetry” 
and the respectful retirement of American flags. Former 
Marine Matt Quitter baked the traditional Dutch oven 
pineapple upside-down cake in honor of the 239th birthday 
of the Corps and shared it with all present. The scouts 
always look forward to these outings on Small Island. It is 
nearby and the traditions are fun.

Scouting  
for Food

9 | 
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Dog Shows,Yard Sales and Things that go Bump. 
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 All Shows $15 at the door

 Doors of the Lucketts Community Center 
open at 6pm. Show time is 7pm. 

 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
and Loudoun County Parks, Recreation 
and Community Services is committed 
to complying with the ADA. If you need 
reasonable accommodations in order to 
participate, please call Adaptive Recreation 
10 days prior to the start of the activity.  
703-777-0343  
TTY# 703-771-5352

General Information about the Lucketts Bluegrass Concerts

 A smoke and alcohol free environment. 
No coolers, no audio or video 
recording. Visit our website www.
luckettsbluegrass.org for links to band 
websites. Call 703-771-5281 for more 
information.

 The Lucketts Community Center is 
located on James Monroe Highway (US 
Route 15), 8 miles north of Leesburg, 
VA and 4 miles south of Point of 
Rocks, MD.

 “Like” Lucketts Bluegrass on Facebook

 January 3  The Larry Stephenson Band

 January 10  Kody Norris and the Watauga Boys as seen on RFD TV

 January 17  Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper

 January 24	 	Springfield	Exit	(Linda	and	David	Lay,	David	
McLaughlin, Marshall Wilburn and Tom Adams) with  
Dudley Connell and Sally Love

 January 31  Joe Mullins and the Radio Ramblers

 February 7  Randy Cook and Commonwealth

 February 14  Reno and Harrell

 February 21  Bill Yates and the Country Gentlemen Tribute Band

 February 28  Lonesome Will Mullins and the Virginia Playboys

 March 7 Dry Branch Fire Squad

 March 14 Big Country Bluegrass

 March 21  James King Band

 March 28  Audie Blaylock and Redline

 April 4  Dark Hollow

 April 11  Little Roy and Lizzie Show

 April 18  Tony Holt and the Wildwood Valley Boys

 April 25	 	Patuxent	Partners	/Patent	Pending

Wi nter 2014

Circulation 1636 is published jointly by the Lucketts 
Ruritan Club and the Lucketts Community Center 

Advisory Board (LCCAB).  The Lucketts Ruritan 
Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) Corporation in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.  The LCCAB is also a 

501(c)(3) organization.
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Give gifts both useful and memorable this 
holiday season. The Lucketts Community 

Center offers one of a 
kind ideas to cheer 
special friends 
throughout the year. 
From wine glasses 
to hats, coffee to 
coasters there’s a 
unique gift at the 

Lucketts Community 
Center. Open M-F, 

8am-5pm. 

 Thru April ‘15 Lucketts Bluegrass  Saturdays 7pm-10:30pm.  $15 at door. 
Doors open at 6pm.

 January 13 Lucketts Ruritan 7:30-9pm. Dinner, speaker and meeting

 January 19 School Holiday Winter Fun  8am-6pm. Ages 6-11.  
$65/Child; $55/each add’l child. 

  January 26 School Holiday Winter Fun II  8am-6pm. Ages 6-11.  
$65/Child; $55/each add’l child. 

 February 8 Reptile World  A great family event with live reptiles including a 
giant python. 2:00pm-3:30pm. $5.00/16 & up. $3.00 under 16

 February 10 Lucketts Ruritan 7:30-9pm. Dinner, speaker and meeting

 February 16 President’s Day Holiday Fun  8am-6pm. Ages 6-11 
 $65/Child; $55/each add’l child. 

 

Lucketts Community Center Advisory Board 
42361 Lucketts Road, Leesburg, VA 20176
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Winter Events
at the Lucketts Community Center
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For more information about these programs and more at the  
Lucketts Community Center please call 703-771-5281.

Holiday Gift Ideas...


