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 Next Meeting 

August 9th, 2016  7:30  P.M.  
Lucketts Community Center   

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

Program:   John Whitmore, of Farmer John’s 
Farmstand. John will talk about his produce stand and  
his expanded acreage, his long family history in the 
Lucketts area, and what Lucketts was like 40-50 years 
ago. He has many stories to tell! 

General Membership  
Meeting Minutes- July 12, 2016 
 

Attending: Adams, Baker, Bond, Crooks, Dunn, 
Fabbioli, Falk, Ferreira, Fisher, Gustafson, Hart, 
Kemp, Logue, McKenzie, Menendez, 
Meyerhofer, Penaranda, Quitter, Small, Snooks,  

Guests: Jonathan Staples, Nick Kron, Bill Travis, 
Don and Patty Stanley. 

Pres. Mckenzie called the meeting to order at 7:30 
PM. 

P. Baker said the invocation before the dinner 
meal. We thanked the ladies of Furnace Mountain 
Church for preparing it. 

Program: 
Pres. Mckenzie introduced Jonathan Staples, 
owner of Black Hops Farm and Vanish Brewery 
on Rt. 15. Jonathan lives in Frederick, MD with 
his wife, Laurie, and seven children, three of 
whom are in college. Before coming to Maryland, 
he lived in Richmond, VA, where his family 
owned a small distillery. When he moved north, he 
saw that the horse farm in Lucketts was for sale 
and bought it, partly to prevent it from becoming a 
subdivision. The bank gave him three years to 
decide what to do with the property. First, he 
planned only to grow hops, but after meeting 
Doug Fabbioli, who also grew hops in addition to 
grapes, and after partnering with some friends who 
owned Flying Dog Brewery, he decided to go 
forward with a brewery. When the Flying Dog 
owners bowed out, Jonathan continued on his 
own. He worked with Loudoun County 
Development to develop the property and had 
visits from Virginia’s Governor and Secretary of 
Agriculture. When he started his venture, Virginia 
had 115 breweries and now has 149; Maryland had 
17, now 41. Jonathan named his facility Vanish to 
acknowledge local animals that have already 
disappeared or will soon do so if not conserved 
(also because many more common American 
brewery names were already taken and in use!).  

Of about 35 acres currently in hops production in 
this area, Jonathan now has 10 acres in hops, 
primarily VA Chinook, Cascade, and Centennial 
varieties. The types used here in Virginia differ  

from the aromatic types cultivated in Washington 
State, which makes for more interesting beer. 
However, Jonathan explained that Virginia’s 
humidity is not good for hops, due to the danger of 
mildew, but that cold temperatures do not harm 
the plants. He said that hops climb 20 feet up on 
wires, so must be handled carefully and processed 
within 90 minutes after picking to avoid 
degradation. To care for his 5300 plants, Jonathan 
must treat the soil carefully and use drip irrigation. 
Apparently, deer do not eat the plants, as they find 
them bitter. The vines must be restrung each year; 
for the string, Jonathan uses special flexible 
coconut husk from Sri Lanka and poles that are 
recycled drill pipe from fracking activity. Water is 
the highest cost in beer production. 

Harvest is in August-September. Jonathan 
purchased a large machine from Poland called a 
Wolf Picker, which was shipped in pieces with no 
instructions. He chose this machine because it is 
mechanical and more easily and quickly repaired 
than machines that rely on complex programming. 
This is an important consideration due to the time 
constraints associated with harvesting and 
processing the hops in a short time frame. 
Jonathan and Fabbioli are cross training their 
crews to work with both grapes and hops to take 
advantage of both harvest seasons. 

Jonathan did an interview about Vanish with Farm 
Magazine, stating that his goal is to serve locals 
and people traveling through and to provide a 
social gathering place for people on both sides of 
Rt. 15. He wants to establish and prove that one 
can make a living with farmland as people did 150 
years ago here, noting that German settlers in 
Loudoun grew the first hops in this area. Vanish 
Brewery is open seven days a week, currently 
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offering BBQ on weekends, and will offer pizza 
and other food by fall. 

Jonathan noted that the old stone building on the 
property was used as a hospital during the Civil 
War, but it is too ruined to restore. The building 
was also used as a camp for overweight boys, so 
Jonathan plans to eventually offer a Fat Boy beer. 

Minutes: Minutes for June were approved with a 
few minor corrections. 

Treasurer’s Report: C. Bond reported total income 
of $11,335.07 (which reflected trash receipts, 
member dues and parking revenues); expenses of 
$5,597.48 (which reflected compactor cost, 
parking expenses, donations, picnic expenses, and 
bunting), for a net income of $5,462.69. Checking 
account has $18,581.24; T. Rowe Price account 
has $154,197.86, with an assets total of 
$172,920.10. Dues owed are $777.00. Treasurer’s 
Report was approved. 

New Business: 
Scholarships Committee Study: T. Small presented 
the issues developed by the committee during this 
year’s scholarship evaluation period. He reviewed 
the current total yearly resident expenses for 
Virginia State Universities (ranging from $24K to 
$39K), noting that these costs, the many new 
housing developments in the Lucketts area, the 
associated changing demographics, and our 
developing relationship with LES, have raised 
some questions about how many scholarships we 
should give, for how much, and the best use of our 
scholarship funds. We have awarded scholarships 
for 25 years, and it may be time to reassess our 
program, since it is the biggest philanthropic effort 
of our club.  
Tom proposed a committee to determine whether 
we might want to change or modify our program 
and the best use of our money. The group will also 
look into how we might tap into the Ruritan 
National Scholarship program. This committee 
will report to the BOD in October. Guest Nick 
Kron shared that his wife is a guidance counselor 
in Fairfax County and has information about 
special needs students; club member Ava Walter is 
managing the mentor program at LES, and 
member Pat Logue knows how to obtain matching 
funds for scholarships from businesses and local 
companies. We will use all these resources and 
information sources to determine whether we want 
to make any changes. 

Parking: I. Moffett reviewed the upcoming 
parking events and the signup process. The next 
big event is the Lucketts Fair on Aug. 20-21.  

Old Business: 
Membership Committee Report: Community Open 
House: No new information was available about 
this event. The committee will continue to 
coordinate resources and recruit participants. 

Arrowhead Collection for LCC: P. Gustafson will 
do a mockup of the proposed display and follow 
up with more information about how to go forward 
with this project. 

Trash: P. Gustafson reported an issue with 
incorrect positioning of the recycle containers, 
resulting from the company’s change of vendor. 
Peter reported that he recommended that the new 
driver come out and see the location to determine 
correct placement of the containers to avoid future 
issues. 

Announcements:  
None. 

Pledge of Allegiance was said and the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:00PM.  

The trash schedule can always be found on our 
website at:  http://luckettsruritan.org/for-members, 
then click on the "Compactor/Recycling 
Assignments” link. 

 

Submitted by Elizabeth Penaranda, Secretary 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Meeting	Minutes	of	the	Lucketts	Ruritan	Club	•	July	2016	 3	

 
The	Lucketts	Ruritan	•	P.O.	Box	1291,	Leesburg,	VA	20177	•	www.luckettsruritan.org	•	Celebrating	35	Years!	
 

 
Board of Directors’  
Meeting Minutes  
July 26th, 2016 
Attending: Bond, Falk,Gustafson, Kemp, 
McKenzie, Penaranda, Quitter. 

CTO 7:34 PM. 

BOD approved the draft July General Meeting 
minutes with a few minor corrections.      

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer C. Bond provided 
the July financial profit and loss statement reports. 
Receipts were $3,458.72; disbursements were 
$20,243.00 (reflecting $13,000 for scholarships, 
$3,410 for other donations, $3,004 for parking 
expenses, and $429 for National dues), for a net 
income of -$16.784.28. Member dues owed was 
$725.00. Total investment assets were 
$154,187.86; checking account was $1,571.96, for 
an assets total of $156.494.82. Bond asked 
whether any monies should be transferred from 
our savings account, as the checking account total 
was low, but the BOD agreed that the checking 
account would be replenished within a few days 
from trash collections and parking income. The 
BOD approved the Treasurer’s Report. 

New Business:   
Applications for New Membership: We received 
an application from Nick Tron (sponsored by 
Mike Dunn), who was a guest at our July General 
Meeting. The BOD voted to approve Nick, and we 
will ask for a vote of approval from the 
membership at our August meeting. Since we have 
not received applications from the other 
potentially interested guests who attended our July 
meeting, the BOD agreed to wait until we do 
receive applications to vote any further approvals. 
We also discussed making the application 
available on our website as a fillable .pdf, but 
without enabling a Save function to protect 
applicants’ privacy. Applicants can print out the 
application and submit it to a Board member or 
bring it to a meeting. 

Leesburg Elementary School and PTA Donations: 
C. Bond reported that these donations have been 
made. 

Speaker for August Meeting: John Whitmore, 
owner of John’s Farmstand, will be the August 
speaker. For September, we have invited the 
owners of Roots @ 657, the new café restaurant to 

open soon at Spinks Ferry Rd. and Rt. 15 in 
Lucketts. 

Lucketts Fair: Pres. McKenzie reported that slots 
for parking assignments are getting filled; a few 
slots are left. Our BBQ vendor, Roy, has been 
contacted and is on board. And, we will have the 
traditional “social hour” in the field by the fire 
house on Friday evening before the fair! All are 
welcome! 

Lucketts Ruritan Lifetime Membership Award: 
Pres. McKenzie will contact the recipient’s family 
to arrange the presentation of this award. 

Unfinished Business: 
Arrowhead Collection for Community Center: P. 
Gustafson is working on a drawing and mockup of 
a display cabinet for this collection. 

Trash Truck: P. Gustafson reported that, as a result 
of our stated concern about the condition of the 
trucks recently provided for trash collection, the 
company did send a good truck this week, 
although it was a bit noisy. Also, the recycling 
containers were placed properly this time. He will 
notify the company that we will NOT have trash 
service on August 20th, the day of the Lucketts 
Fair, and we will put up a sign at trash in the 
coming weeks to notify residents. Gustafson also 
reported that the trash company (CSI) has notified 
us of a 6% service cost increase, which translates 
into an increase of $140 a month. The BOD 
discussed getting bids to change companies to see 
if we could get a better price, but eventually voted 
not to take this step because of the time and issues 
involved in soliciting and analyzing bids. The 
BOD decided that we could absorb the service 
increase for now; if we find that we cannot, we 
may ask residents to contribute a little more when 
they drop off their trash. 

P. Gustafson is also updating our “Donations at 
Work” sign to reflect our donations for this year. 

Parking: No issues. 

Announcements:   
Signups are needed for LAWS mowing. See 
SignUpGenius online to sign up. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was said and meeting 
adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

Submitted by Elizabeth Penaranda, Secretary 


