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General Membership Meeting 
Minutes–February 11th, 2020 
_____________________________ 

Attending: Adams, Benjamin A, Benjamin J, Cleland, 
Dunn, Ewell, Fauber, Frankenfield, Gustafson, Hart, 
Hillebrand, Johnson, Logue, McKenzie, McTiernan, 
Menendez, Penaranda, Quitter, Rubright E, Rubright M, 
Scott 
Guests: Susan Lee, Eric Hillebrand, Rich Gillespie, Rachel 
Reeves  
CTO: 7:35 pm 

Pres. Menendez welcomed our speaker, Richard 
Gillespie, and our guests. He thanked the ladies of 
Furnace Mt. Church for preparing the dinner. 
Minutes: January 2019 minutes accepted. 
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer D. Stanley was not 
present but provided the monthly financial reports. 
As of the end of January, we had $20,774.70 in our 
checking account and $230,738.51 in our T. Rowe 
Price account, for an assets total of $251,039.21. 
Dues owed the first quarter of the year are $1424. 
Treasurer's Report was accepted. 
Pres. Menendez again noted that we are finalizing 
the 2020 committee assignments; please sign up 
for at least one committee.   

Program: 
President Al Menendez introduced the speaker for 
the evening, historian emeritus Richard Gillespie, 
formerly of the Mosby Heritage Foundation, to 
discuss Loudoun and the American Revolution. 
Richard lives in Taylorstown. He began by noting 
two Revolutionary War monuments in our area, 
one on the grounds of the Court House in 
Leesburg, and one, a DAR plaque, at the old 
Catoctin Church in Purcellville commemorating 
Capt. Isaiah Marks of George Washington’s 
Continental Army, who died in January 1785. 
After nine years of fighting, the Revolutionary 
War ended in January 1784. At that time, Loudoun 
County, and especially the Lucketts area, was rural 
and agricultural, populated by wealthy land 
speculators from the tidewater area and Quakers 
from Philadelphia and the Shenandoah Valley. 
Richard noted that these settlers were not Church 
of England, but independent Protestants and 
Quakers.  

 
Loudoun became a county in 1757, the land area 
formed from parts broken off from Washington 
and Fairfax counties. The county was named for a 
Scotsman, and was populated primarily by Scots, 
Irish, and Germans, who settled near Lovettsville,  
Taylorstown, and Waterford. From the end of the 
French and Indian War in 1764 to 1774, the 
population doubled. Agricultural plots were fairly 
small, each 200 acres or less. Because the settlers 
knew that tobacco ruins the land rather quickly, the 
newcomers grew wheat and corn and raised cattle. 
A remnant of the early settlements can be seen at 
the 1765 Ebeneezer Baptist Church near Round 
Hill; another was the old 1771 stone Methodist 
Church at Cornwall and Liberty Streets in 
Leesburg, which is no longer standing. 
After the Boston Tea Party in 1773 that protested 
the British tax on tea, residents in Alexandria 
dumped tea here, shut down the legislature, and 
held town meetings to protest British policies. In 
1774, citizens met at the Loudoun Court House to 
protest taxation by the British Parliament and to 
declare that only our own legislature had the right 
to tax the citizens. In Richmond, at St. John’s 
Church, the people debated whether Virginia 
would build its own army against the crown. In 
Lexington, Massachusetts, Britain seized guns and 
supplies, and in Concord, New Hampshire, Paul 
Revere warned of the coming of British troops. In 
response, 77 Minutemen massed on Lexington 
Green, the shot was fired, and eight Americans 
were killed and nine wounded at the first volley. 
Riders from Boston to Maine and south to Virginia 
to Loudoun announced the Lexington and Concord 
skirmish; in Loudoun, in Leesburg, Patterson 
House on Loudoun Street served as McCabe’s 
Ordinary, and weekly militia drills took place on 
the courthouse lawn. In northern and western 
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Program:  The speaker for our March meeting 
will be Joe Rizzo, Executive Director of the 
Loudoun Museum in Leesburg. 
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Loudoun, citizens from Purcellville, Hillsboro, and 
Between the Hills joined the militia as riflemen, 
and some joined Daniel Morgan’s wagon 
operation. The Loudoun militia was the largest in 
Virginia. In response, the British Governor, Lord 
Dunmore, issued a proclamation in three parts: 1) 
to rally and go Royal or Rebel; 2) that slaves will 
join the King’s army; and 3) that rents owed were 
to be paid in gold on Christmas Day. In 1775, the 
citizens staged a renters’ strike and did not pay the 
rent; in addition, Quakers in Waterford, 
Purcellville, and Unison refused to pay taxes or to 
support the war or fight.  
During the war, Loudoun grain growers fed the 
army; later, British prisoners were taken across the 
Potomac at Nolan’s Ferry, south through Leesburg 
and Loudoun County to Williamsburg to 
Yorktown. In 1781, Cornwallis was defeated at 
Yorktown. Later, a monument was erected at 
Lexington heralding the fact that Americans 
“dared to be free.” 

New Business: 
Committee Reports: 

Membership: The club voted in new members 
Sean and Rachel Reeves, who moved from Los 
Angeles to six acres on Spinks Ferry Road in 
Lucketts. They have three daughters. Welcome! 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Finance: On December 10, the Finance 
Committee finalized its recommendation for our 
2020 budget. The Board approved the 2020 budget 
at the January Board meeting, and the membership 
voted to approve. The Finance Committee will 
review the budget quarterly going forward. Note: 
the 2020 budget is conservative; we plan to look 
for new sources of revenue for the club and will 
report to the membership on progress. 

Business and Professional: J. Benjamin reported 
that, with approval of the budget, the committee 
will work to set up its pages on the club website to 
support local business. 

Program and Entertainment: The speaker for our 
March meeting will be Joe Rizzo, Executive 
Director of the Loudoun Museum.  

Public Relations: Our website has been updated, 
but is still a work in progress. We still need help 
with our social media presence and are looking for 
a volunteer website/social media manager. We also 
still need a new club photographer. 

Community Service Committees:  

Environment and Conservation: J. Frankenfield 
announced several environmental initiatives are in 
the works for this year.  More information to 
follow.  

Announcements: 
1. The Jefferson Ruritan Club will hold its 

annual oyster and ham dinner at the 
Jefferson Community Center this Saturday 
from 2-5 pm. 

2. The Brunswick Ruritan Club will hold its 
annual breakfast at Fireman’s Field this 
Saturday from 7 to 11 am. 

3. P. Logue noted that the Rudy Youth Club 
at Smarts Middle School needs three 
volunteers to help at their meetings, held at 
3:30 pm in the school cafeteria. 

4. P. Gustafson noted that if we continue to 
meet in the LCC auditorium, we need to 
have a microphone available, as the 
acoustics make it difficult to hear speakers. 

5. P. Logue announced the annual Give 
Choose Giving Day on May 5, organized 
by the Community Foundation. On this 
day, organizations can receive donations 
online. She will report on how we can 
become a participating organization. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was said and meeting was 
adjourned at 9:05 pm. 

 
Submitted by Elizabeth Penaranda, Secretary 
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February 2020 Board of 
Directors’ Meeting Minutes  
CTO: 8:07 PM 

Attending: Dunn, Ewell, Fauber, Gustafson, 
Logue, Mears, Menendez, Penaranda, Ruth, 
Stanley 

Meeting held at home of P. Logue, 15699 
Woodchester Ct., Leesburg, VA 20176 

Minutes: General Meeting Minutes to be sent via 
email. 

Treasurer's Report: D. Stanley provided a report 
for January. We have $20,002.79 in our checking 
account. Our T. Rowe Price account has 
$238,982.51, for a total of $258,985.51. Dues 
collected for the first quarter of the year. Report 
was accepted. D. Stanley noted that our trash 
collections are down by $700, but that we should 
wait until later in the year to revisit a rate change. 
He will review tonnage figures to see whether the 
change is significant. We have collected more than 
half of outstanding dues in the first two months of 
this year, but $240 is still outstanding for the 
annual banquet from last December. 

Give Choose Proposal:  

J. Ruth and S. Ewell provided additional 
information on how our club can participate in this 
tax-deductible online giving initiative for non-
profit organizations, sponsored by the Community 
Foundation for Loudoun and N. Fauquier 
Counties, to be held on May 5. This program can 
provide our club with additional exposure through 
social media as a digital opportunity to target 
individual donors and collect their contact 
information. Our club needs to commit time to 
develop a strong story about how funding might be 
used, to develop a marketing campaign, to 
encourage the Board and other leaders to 
participate in the online fundraising effort, and to 
encouraging club members to share information on 
their social media and to contribute. The Board 
moved to go forward in pursuing our participation 
in this program. 

Funeral for Dick Snooks: 

P. Baker will give the eulogy at the funeral for 
charter member, Dick Snooks, who passed away 
this month. The Board approved a club donation of 
$500 to a charity of the family’s choosing. 

Venue for General Membership Meetings: 

Pres. Menendez reiterated the need for table setup 
and cleanup and teardown by members if we 
continue to hold our meetings in the LCC 
auditorium. M. Quitter suggested that we pay for a 
screen and audio setup in the smaller, library room, 
or, investigate whether we could meet at Skills, 
USA. P. Gustafson moved that we appoint an ad 
hoc committee to determine options for a meeting 
location; Board so moved. D. Stanley will contact 
Skills, USA. 

Lucketts Newsletter: 

Lucketts News & Notes is now being published 
only two times a year, since we no longer have 
funding from the LCCAB. Our club needs to 
determine what our go-forward relationship is with 
the LCCAB. Our Public Relations Committee will 
research the real audience for this publication and 
how we may best serve readers. We need increased 
involvement from the club to create content for the 
newsletter and other media such as our updated 
website, and we need constant updates to keep 
information current. We also need to be a hub for 
volunteer opportunities and to get our own bulk 
mail postal permit for mailing. P. Logue will 
research the process for procuring this permit and 
the cost. 

2020 Committee Assignments: 

Standing Committees: 

Finance: A subcommittee will work with P. Baker 
to review our investment mix. The Board agreed 
that we need a formal statement of purpose for our 
investment strategy, which the subcommittee will 
draft and present to the Board for approval. Our 
current documents are missing goals, rules, the use 
of our funds; accordingly, we need to update these 
to guide our spending and investing going forward. 

Follow Up on Club Credit Card: 

Pres. Menendez will make an appointment with 
our point-of-contact at BB&T bank to discuss. 

Follow Up on SCC Registration: 

R. Cleland will be our point-of-contact. 

Website Updates: 

One of the several plug-ins we plan to add to our 
website is now up and running. P. Logue will serve 
as our Board liaison with M. Gustafson to keep the 
club updated on our website improvements. 
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Emergency Assistance Requests: 

G. Mears noted that the process to obtain Board 
approval for emergency requests is time 
consuming and inefficient. A sub-committee will 
study this issue and our process and make 
recommendations for how we might streamline or 
change the approvals for financial assistance when 
time is critical. Pres. Menendez suggested that 
requests come to him first for evaluation. P. Logue 
reiterated the importance of the Parent Liaison role 
at LES. Kim Baney is the liaison now and is doing 
an excellent job of keeping relevant stakeholders, 
including our club, informed of school issues and 
needs. 

Hosting “An Up-Close Look at Sustainable 
Farming:” 

We received a notification about hosting such an 
event from Pearl Underwood at Ruritan National.  
No one on the Board was familiar with this event, 
so Pres. Menendez will call Ms. Underwood to get 
further information. 

Miscellaneous and Announcements: 

1. JK Moving has purchased John 
Whitmore’s Prosperwell Farm and has 
placed the whole property in conservation 
easement!  This is great news for Lucketts! 

2. Annual Picnic: P. Gustafson will lead the 
subcommittee to consider holding our 
picnic in June rather than July to avoid the 
extreme heat in July. June 21st is Father’s 
Day, so the preferred alternative date is 
June 13th. The Board approved holding the 
picnic on this date in June, at the home of 
Pres. Menendez. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Loudoun County school and business 
collaborative breakfast will be held March 
13th at Lansdowne. 

4. The Board approved updating the club’s 
membership on the National Roster by 
deleting inactive members. 

5. Board members. The tentative schedule for 
Board meeting locations for the year is 
March-D. Stanley; April-D. Fauber; May-
A. Menendez or G. Mears; June-Annual 
Picnic; July-M. Dunn; August-A. 
Menendez; September-P. Logue; October-
G. Mears; November-D. Fauber. 
December is our annual awards banquet.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

Submitted by Elizabeth Penaranda, Secretary 
 
 


